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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members, 

Dartford  Rural  District  Council. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  forty-ninth  Annual  Report  in  conjunction  with 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  public  health  and  sanitary  conditions  in  the 
Dartford  Rural  District. 

I am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  H.  HUDSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman : Mr.  A.  E.  ROGERS. 
Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  J.  R.  Lynn. 


Mrs.  E.  Landen.  , 
Mr.  P.  Bowyer. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Edward. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Jenkins, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Smith. 
Mr.  W.  Wright. 


Rev.  S.  J.  W.  Morgan. 
Mr.  J.  Bowles. 

Mr.  A.  Hewitt. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Liicas. 

Mr.  F.  Tanner. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Russell. 


Lady  E.  M.  T.  Shaw. 
Mrs.  K.  Wood. 

Mr.  P.  Goodwin. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Lee. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Roberts. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman:  Mrs.  K.  WOOD. 
Vice-Chairman:  Mrs.  E.  Landen. 


The  Committee  above  with  the  following  co-opted  members : — 

Lady  Fountain.  Miss  G.  M.  Rayner. 

Mrs'.  E.  M.  Pratt.  Mrs.  E.  Carpenter. 

Mrs.  I.  Shewell-Cooper.  Mrs.  P.  P.  Neal. 

Mrs.  G.  B-C.  Davis. 

MATERNITY  HOME  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE. 

C hairman : Lady  E.  M.  T.  Shaw. 
Vice-Chairman:  Mrs.  K.  WOOD. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Smith.  Mrs.  E.  Landen. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Rogers.  Mr.  J.  R.  Lynn. 

Mr.  J.  Bowles.  Mr.  P.  Bowyer. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Oflicer  ol'  Health — M.  A.  G.  Ward,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (until  30.6.47). 

J.  li.  Hudson,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.T.M.  & H.,  D.P.H. 
(from  1.9.47). 

Asst.  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) — Clarice  Harrison,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

(from  18.2.47). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — F.  SUTCH,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspectors — P.  Burgin,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

J.  Martindale,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Health  Visitors — Miss  D.  M.  Bates,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  A.R.S.I. 

Miss  E.  M.  WALLING,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  A.R.S.I. 

Miss  A.  J.  Leach,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  A.R.S.I. 

Miss  A.  I.  Ur  WIN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  A.R.S.I.  (from  1.2.47). 

Matron.  Riseley  Maternity  Home — Miss  E.  M.  Ogston,  C.M.B.,  S.R.N. 

„ Stone  Day  Nursery — Mrs.  E.  Buckle,  S.C.M.,  S.R.N. 

„ Swanley  Day  Nursery — Mrs.  D.  Burton,  N.S.C.N.,  S.R.N. 

Senior  Clerk — Mr.  D.  C.  A.  Bennie. 

Assistant  Clerk — Miss  L.  E.  Barnes. 


VOLUNTARY  WORKERS. 

The  work  of  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  is  made  possible  by  the  help  of  72  ladies 
whose  work  is  voluntary. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area  in  acres 

34,113 

Population  (Census  1931) 

31,253 

Population  mid.  1947  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ...  ’ ... 

35,640 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

9,993 

Rateable  value 

£258,392 

. Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£1,044 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  

365 

360 

725 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ^.. 

14 

13 

27 

379 

373 

752 

* Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

20.9 

* Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resid;nt  population  England 

and  Wales  1947 

. 20.5 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Still  Births — Legitimate  

6 

7 . 

13 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

8 

8 

16 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  Births 

20.8 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  Births  England 

and  Wales 

23.8 

2 


■ » 
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, Males 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  207 

* Death  Kate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

* Death  Kate  per  1,000  estimated  population,  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  maternal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

- 2 

Death  Kate  from  Puerperal  Causes  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age.  Males 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

' ‘ 15 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  .... 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  England  and  Wales 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

„ „ Measles 

„ „ Whooping  Cough 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ■ 


Females  Total 

184  391 

. 10.9 
12.0 

Kate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

1.3 

1.3 

2.6 

..  1.17 


Females  Total 

9 **  23 

1 2 

10  25 


33.2 

31.7 

74.1 

41.0 

60 

0 

1 

2 


DEATHS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  ACE. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 
\ 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

1 month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths 
under  1 year 

Premature  Birth... 

‘7 

7 

7 

Respiratory  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Asphyxia 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

■ — 

— 

3 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

O 

u 

Icterus  gravis  neonatorum 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



] 

Spina  bifida 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

■— 

1 

12 

1 

1 

— 

14 

5 

3 

2 

1 

iTs 

I’hese  rates  are  based  on  population  figures  which  ignore  differences  in  age  and  sex  distribution. 
Comparison  of  local  rates  with  those  of  other  communities  may  therefore  lea^d  to  wrong  conclusions. 

The  Registrar  General  attributes  to  this  district  10  female  -legitimate  infant  deaths.  This  gives  the 
following  death  rates : — . ^ 

Ail  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  34.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  33.1 

Illegitimate  infarxts  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  74.1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1947, 


1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

3.  Scarlet  h’ever 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 
y.  Influenza 

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  polio  myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  ... 

12.  Acute  infectious  encephalitis  ... 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M)  and  uterus  (F) 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  ... 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

19.  Heart  Diseases 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulation  system  ... 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

22.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ~ .... 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  or  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

31.  Premature  birth 

32.  Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury,  infant  diseases 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Eoad  traffic  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .... 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

36.  All  other  causes  ... 

37.  All  causes  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Male 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

7 

0 

22 

0 

20 

59 


19 

10 

2 

2' 

2 

1 

7 

7 
0 
0 
4 
6 

4 

5 
4 

8 

207 


Female 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

6 
3 


11 

2 

27 

54 

8 

11 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

1 

1 

3 

4 
1 
3 
3 

17 

184 
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Blrtti-rates,  Civilian  Death'rates,  Analysis  of  Mortanty,  and  Gase>rates  for  Certain 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1947. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.B’s 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000- 
50.000  at 
193  1 Census) 

London 

Admin. 

County 

Dartford 

Rural 

District 

Births. 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population: 

— 

Live  Births 

20.5* 

23.3 

22.2 

22.7 

20.9 

Still  Births 

0.50* 

0.62 

0.54 

0.49 

0.44 

Deaths. 

All  Causes 

12.0* 

13.0 

11.9 

12.8 

10.87 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza  ... 

0.09 

0.09 

0.08 

0.08 

0.00 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Notifications. 

Typhoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Q.OO 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro -spinal  fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

Scarlet  fever 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

1.31 

0.83 

Whooping’  Cough 

2.22 

2:41 

2.02 

2.80 

0.83 

Diphtheria 

0.13 

0.15 

0.14 

0.14 

0.03 

Erysipelas  

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.22 

0.19 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.41 

9.13 

9.58 

5.29 

7.75 

Pneumonia  ... 

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

0.94 

Deaths. 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live 

Births : — 

All  causes  under  1 year  of 

age  

41t- 

47 

36 

37 

33 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

under  2 years  of  age  ... 

5.8 

8.0 

3.7 

4.8 

2.7 

Notifications. 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  :■ — 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1.21 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 7.16 

8.99 

6.27 

6.94** 

5.21 

* Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 
J Per  1,000  related  births. 

**  Including  Puerperal  fever. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

There  have  been  no  changes  or  developments  in  the  services  provided  under 
the  following : — 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

'i’he  ambulance  services  are  adequate. 

The  following  specimens  were  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory; — 

Water,  for  bacteriological  analysis.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water,  tor  chemical  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  50 

Throat  swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Of  specimens  of  sputa  of  patients  in  this  district  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli, 
18  were  reported  positive. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Ante-natal  Clinics. 

One  Clinic  was  held  each  week  at  Riseley;  the  remaining  Clinics  were  held 
fortnightly.  The  Stone  Clinic  was  attended  by  the  midwife  alone. 


The  following  were  the  attendances : — 

Riseley  ...  ...  ...  296 

Stone  ...  ...  ...  223 

Swanley  ...  ...  ...  314 

Southfleet  ...  ...  27 

Kingsdown  ...  ...  1 

Longfield  ...  ...  1 

Wilmington  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  ...  866 


The  total  number  of  women  who  attended  for  ante-natal  examinations  was  232. 
The  total  number  of  women  who  attended  for  post-natal  examinations  was  39. 

During  the  year  6 expectant  mothers  were  referred  to  the  County  Hospital 
for  X-Ray  examination. 

Admissions  to  Maternity  Ward,  County  Hospital. 

157  expectant  mothers  were  admitted  to  the  County  Hospital,  Dartford. 
G expectant  mothers  admitted  to  the  County  Hospital,  Farnborough,  and  1 to 
Willesborough  County  Hospital,  during  1947  on  grounds  of  unsuitable  home  or 
medical  conditions. 

“ Riseley  ” Maternity  Home,  Horton  Kirby. 

157  admissions  to  the  Home  were  recorded  during  the  year,  141  of  which  were 
residents  in  the  rural  area,  16  from  neighbouring  districts. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Five  additional  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  opened  early  in  1947,  viz. 
Croekenhill  on  February  5th  ; Fawkham  on  February  7th  ; Hartley  on  February  12th ; 
Upper  Wilmington  on  February  14th;  Eynsford  on  May  15th. 
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Attendances  were  as  follows ; — 

Clinic 

Number  of 

Average 

Ciinics  Held 

Attendances 

Ash 

23 

8 

Bean 

24 

10 

■ Crockenhill 

.!.  ...  22 

27 

Darenth  

24 

27 

Eynsf ord  ... 

14 

31 

Farningham  • ... 

'24 

24 

Fawkham  ... 

21 

8 

Hartley 

22 

17 

Hextable  ... 

24 

43 

Horton  Kirby 

25 

52 

Kingsdown 

23 

27 

Long-field  ... 

23 

25 

Southfleet  ...  • 

25 

20 

Stone 

32 

40 

Swanley 

24 

54 

Wilmington 

24 

40 

Upper  Wilmington 

20 

24 

Home  Helps. 

A scheme  for  a service  of  Home  Helps  was  in  existence  but  the  work  was  too 
irregular  to  attract  recruits. 

Day  Nurseries. 

The  average  daily  attendances  at  the  two  Day  Nurseries  were  as  follows : — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Stone — 


Under  2 years 

4 

5 

5 

7 

6 

7 

6 

9 

10 

12 

10 

9 

Over  2 years 

17 

20 

20 

19 

16 

22 

15 

20 

23 

27 

27 

24 

Swanley — 

Under  2 years 

5 

4 

8 

12 

14 

18 

21 

19 

25 

24 

19 

16 

Over  2 years 

13 

11 

15 

13 

17 

24 

22 

17 

21 

23 

24 

25 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

4 expectant  mothers  and  2 post-natal  cases  were  sent  to  Mother  and  Baby 
Homes,  their  expenses  being  paid  by  the  Council. 


Home  Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 

Visits  to -expectant  mother.s,  1st  visits  310;  Total  visits  ...  ...  339 

Visits  to  children  under  1 year,  1st  visits  762;  Total  visits  ...  3,712 

Visits  to  children  1-5  years,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,033 

Visits  re  still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Visits  re  infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Child  Life  Protection. 

Number  of  Foster  Mothers  on  Eegister  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  children  received  for  reward  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  persons  who  gave  notice  of  adoption  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  children  in  respect  of  whom  notice  was  given  ...  10 

Number  of  children  so  notified  under  supervision  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Child  Life  Protection  visits  by  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  132 

One  case-  has  given  cause  for  anxiety. 


7 


Premature  Infants. 

Number  of  babies  weighing  5J  lbs.  or  less  at  birth,  notified  ...  48 


Number  born  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 16 

Number  born  in  hospital  or  nursing  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Of  those  born  at  home : — 

(1)  Number  nursed  entirely  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(2)  Number  who  died  in  first  24  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Number  who  survived  at  the  end  of  1 month  ...  ...  16 

Of  those  born  in  hospital : — 

(1)  Number  who  died  during  first  24  hours  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  who  survived  at  the  end  of  1 month  ...  ...  30 


Arrangements  for  Dental  and  Orthopaedic  Cases. 

During  the  year  financial  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  Council  in  7 cases 
of  dental  treatment,  14  cases  of  orthopaedic  treatment,  and  10  cases  of  ophthalmic 
treatment. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

No  new  sources  of  public  water  supply  or  important  extension  of  mains  have 
been  put  into  use  during  the  year.  Samples  from  the  public  supplies  have  been 
sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  analysis  as  follows : — 

Bacteriological  Chemical 

No.  Results  No.  Results 

Eaw  water  ...  ...  2 Satisfactory  2 Satisfactory 

Treated  water  ...  ...  6 Satisfactory 

In  addition,  results  of  7 bacteriological  analysis  of  water  from  the  Trossley 
pumping  station  were  supplied  by  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company.  All  were 
satisfactory. 

There  is  no  plumbo-solvency. 

9,236  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  by  Metropolitan  Water  Board  and  Mid-Kent 
Water  Company. 

65  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  well  in  Lullingstone 
Park — Parish  of  Lullingstone. 

24  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  well  at  Court  Lodge 
Farm — Parish  of  Horton  Kirby. 

16  dwelling  houses,  8 at  Puddle  Dock,  Wilmington,  and  8 at  Petham  Court 
Farm  in  the  parish*  of  Eynsford,  by  common  standpipe  outside  the 
dwellings. 

652  dwellings  are  provided  with  individual  wells. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  water  in  do^mestie  wells  is  in  some  eases 
unsatisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  important  extension  of  sewers  oecured  in  in  the  area. 

At  Westwood,  Southfleet,  12  cottages  were  provided  with  a Tuke  and  Bell 
sprinkler  sewage  disposal  plant  by  the  owners,  following  negotiation  with  the 
Public  Health  Department. 
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The  following  villages  and  hamlets  are  sewered  and  empty  into  the  Darenth 
Valley  Main  Sewerage  Board’s  trunk  sewers : — 


Darenth  excepting  those 

dwellings  mentioned  below  as 

provided  with  cesspool  drainage. 

Eynsford 

do. 

do. 

Crockenhill 

• 

Farningham 

do. 

do. 

Horton  Kirby 

do. 

do. 

South  Darenth 

do.  ' 

do. 

Lullingstone 

do. 

do. 

Sutton-at-Hone 

Swanley  Village 

Swanley  Junction 
Hextable 

do. 

do. 

Wilmington 

Hawley 

The  following  are  sewered  over  the  greater  part  of  their  area  and  discharge 
into  the  Stone  Outfall  Works  : — 

Stone — East  and  West  Wards. 

The  hamlet  of  Bean  in  the  Parish  of  Stone  was  surveyed  by  the  Council’s 
Surveyor  with  a view  to  the  sewer  being  extended  to  that  part  of  the  Parish. 

The  following  are  dependent  on  cesspool  drainage: — 

Ash — Whole  Parish. 

Darenth — Part  known  as  Little  Darenth,  Green-Street-Glreen,  Gore  Eoad,  Old  Downs. 
Eynsford — Crockenhill  Lane,  Eailway  Station,  Eobsacks,  Bower  Farm,  Eynsford 
Eoad  (Farningham  end),  Petham  Court  Farm. 

Farningham — Button  Street,  Sparepenny  Lane. 

Fawkham — Whole  Parish. 

Hartley — Whole  Parish. 

Horton  Kirby — Dartford  Eoad,  Calfstock  Lane,  part  of  South  Darenth,  Mussenden 
Lane,  Gill’s  Farm,  Eabbit’s  Farm,  St.  Margaret’s  Farm.  Canada  Farm, 
Beech’s  Farm,  Dean  Bottom  and  Pinden. 

Kingsdown — Whole  Parish. 

Longfield- — Whole  Parish. 

JLiullingstone — -Hulbury  Farm  and  Park  Gate. 

Eidley — Whole  Parish. 

Southfleet — Whole  Parish. 

Sutton-at-Hone — Eoyal-  Eoad,  The  Plots,  Hextable,  Holt’s  Farm,  Gilden  Hill, 
Arnold’s  Lane. 

Stone — Hamlet  of  Bean,  London  Eoad,  Horn’s  Cross  (North  Side),  Stone  Castle, 
Woodlands,  Stone  Marshes. 

Wilmington — Part  of  Birchwood  Eoad  and  Eowhill. 

Stone  Outfall  Works  are  primitive  and  do  little  more  than  dilute  the  crude 
sewage. 

Some  cesspools  are  decrepit  and  others  overflow  owing  to  their  size  being  too 
small  for  the  rate  at  which  they  can  be  emptied.  One-'Oew  oesspoel-em-pt-ying-tftnb" 
lorry-^vas"0'b't-a4'nod-dupkig  the  yoav-  making  a total  of  two  now  in  use. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

26  closets  were  converted  from  conservancy  to  water  carriage  systems  during 
the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  accommodation  was  as  follows : — 

W.C.’s  discharging  into  drainage  system  ... 

W.C.’s  discharging  into  cesspools  ... 

Dwelling  provided  with  earth  closets  

Dwellings  provided  with  pail  closets  

The  occupants  of  dwellings  with  pail  closets  have  to  empty  these  themselves. 


7,601 

2,113 

199 

80 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

A ease  of  pollution  of  the  river  Darent  by  waste  from  paper  mills  at  Sutton- 
at-Hone  was  remedied  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  one  open  air  swimming  pool  at  Kingsdown,  it  was  open  to  the  public 
throughout  the  Summer. 

Smoke  Aibatement. 

In  October,  this  Council  convened  a Meeting  of  representatives  of  Local 
Authorities,  hospitals  and  other  bodies  in  the  area  who  are  affected  by  the  atmos- 
pheric pollution  caused  by  cement  dust.  An  investigating  Committee  was  nominated. 

Schools. 

No  change  occurred  in  the  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  schools. 
No  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  the  schools  during  the  year. 

Public  Cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  j For  information  under 

Shops  and  Oifices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j these  headings 

Camping  Sites  ...  .i.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' see  the  report  of  the 

Eradication  of  bed-bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Inspection  and  supervision  of  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

HOUSING. 

The  Housing  Welfare  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  report: — 

“ The  housing  position  in  the  Hartford  Rural  District  is,  as  in  most  parts  of  the 
country,  most  acute.  Conditions  have  been  particularly  aggravated  by  the  large 
influx  of  persons  from  the  London  area  who  sought  safety  during  the  years  of  war. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  stood  at  1,545 — 128  families  having  been  rehoused  since  the  commencement 
of  the  Council’s  post-war  housing  programme. 

Prior  to  September,  1939,  the  houses  built  by  the  Council  numbered  1,319  of 
which  6 were  demolished  by  enemy  action  and  are  in  the  course  of  reconstruction. 

Since  1945,  the  Council  have  erected  the  following,  viz: — ^ 

150  temporary  pre-fabricated  bungalows  on  three  sites,  each  consisting  of  50 
such  bungalows  at  Stone,  Horton  Kirby  and  Swanley. 

94  permanent  houses  have  been  erected  on  the  following  sites  :— 

20  Saekville  Eoad,  Wilmington.  ^ 

10  Hodsoll  Street,  Ash. 

26  Newports,  Croekenhill. 

38  St.  James’  Lane,  Stone. 

The  Council  also  had  under  Requisition  at  the  end  of  the  year,  26  houses, 
providing  53  units  of  accommodation. 

Whilst  no  definite  figures  can  be  given  of  the  overcrowding  existing  on  the 
Council’s  pre-war  estates,  a very  high  percentage  of  the  houses  are  now  affording 
accommodation  for  more  than  one  separate  family  unit.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
this  position  is  due  to  the  householder’s  children  having  married  and  been  unable 
to  obtain  separate  housing  accommodation.” 
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The  Council’s  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures  of  houses 
built  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year: — 


V Darenth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eynsford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Farningham  ...  .......  ...  ...  2 

Fawkham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hartley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Horton  Kirby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;..  4 

Kingsdown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Longlield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stone  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sutton-at-Hone  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wilmington  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


) Totals 

Houses  rebuilt  after  war  damage : — 

Eynsford 

Farningham  

Horton  Kirby  ... 

~ Stone 

Sutton-at-Hone 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Exhibits  concerning  maternity  and  child  welfare,  environmental  hygiene  and 
modern  sewerage  were  displayed  at  an  exhibition  on  Local  G-overnment  arranged 
in  conjunction  with  the  Hartford  Borough  Council. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1947. 


Diseases 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  hospitals 

Deaths 

Malaria 

1 

1 

0 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

30* 

6 

0 

Diphtheria 

1* 

9 

Enteric  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Dysentry 

7* 

■ 0 

0 

Pneumonia 

34* 

9 

17 

Peurperal  pyrexia 

4 

3 

0 

Erysipelas 

7* 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Cerebro  spinal  meningitis 

2* 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

30* 

1 

1 

Measles 

279* 

6 

0 

Scabies 

28* 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

3* 

1 

> V 

Totals  

...  428 

29 

2i-/3 

* 10  pneumonia,  2 scarlet  fever,  4 whooping  cough,  6 dysentry,  37  measles, 
1 cerebro  meningitis,  7 scabies,  1 diphtheria,  2 ophthalmia  neonatorum  and 
1 erysipelas  cases  occurred  at  Institutions  and  Hospitals  and  were  either 
isolated  there  or  sent  to  Isolation  Hospitals  outside  this  area. 
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Of  the  4 cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  2 followed  delivery  at  their  homes,  both 
of  which  were  in  Darenth,  and  2 followed  delivery  in  Riseley  Maternity  Home. 


The  case  of  malaria  was  a recurrence  of  an  infection  obtained  in  Burma  in  1946. 


Age  Croups. 

Under 

' 

1 yr. 

1 

3 

4 5 

10 

15  20 

35  45  65 

Total 

Malaria 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 

0 

0 .1 

0 

0 0 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  0 

0 1 2 

0 16 

6 

5 0 

0 

0 0 

30 

• Diphtheria 

0 

0 0 ' 0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

1 

0 0 

1 

Dysentry  ... 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 

0 

1 3 

0 

0 3 

7 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 0 0 

0 3 

1 

0 3 

8 11  7 

34 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 

0 

0 2 

2 

0 0 

4 

Erysipela.s 

...  0 

0 0 0 

6 0 

0 

0 1 

1 

4 1 

7 

Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 0 0 

0 0 

1 

1 0 

0 

0 0 

2 

Cerebro  spinal  Meningitis  0 

10  0 

0 0 

1 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

...  3 

4 

2 

6 10 

0 

0 0 

0 

0 0 

30 

Measles 

...  10 

20  32  36 

35  118 

19 

2 ,4 

1 

2 0 

279 

Scabies 

0 

0 0 1 

1 5 

3 

2 8 

5 

4 0 

28 

Totals 

...  14 

25  38  41 

42  152 

31 

11  22 

16  22  11 

425 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Cases  Treated 

Vision 

Vision 

Total 

Notified  At  Home 

In  Hospital 

Unimpaired 

Impaired 

Blindness  Deaths 

3 — 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Non- 

' Non- 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  • 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1—5  

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—10  

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10—15  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—20  

2 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20—25  

2 

4 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

25—35  ..; 

6 

7 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

35—45  

4 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

45—55  

3 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

55—65  

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards  ... 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

19 

26 

5 

2 

6 

5 

0 

0 

Acute  PoSiomyelitis. 

Two  cases  occurred,  both  at  Swanley  Junction.  One  of  these  cases,  a boy  of 
8 years,  died  within  24  hours  of  the  onset  of  symptoms.  This  gives  an  incidence 
of  6 per  ] 00,000  population.  The  incidence  for  the  Rural  Districts  of  Kent  for 
the  same  period  was  18  per  100,000. 

Although  the  virus  of  poliomyelitis  is  found  at  the  back'  of  the  nose  it  persists 
longer  in  the  excreta  of  those  carrying  the  infection.  Tt  has  been  found  in  sewage 
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and  has  been  isolated  from  houseflies.  Contrary  to  what  one  might  expect  from 
these  facts,  however,  those  parts  of  this  district  which  feature  decrepit  privies  and 
overflowing  cesspools  have  not  monopolised  the  disease.  The  details  since  1912 
when  the  disease  was  made  notifiable  have  been  as  follows 


Year 

Month 

Age 

sex 

Place 

1912-14 

No  ca.ses 

— 

— 

— 

1915 

March 

Darenth 

June 

Swanscombe  , Created  sep. 

June 

Swanscombe  L.A.  in  1926 

September 

Stone 

1916-22 

No  cases 

— 

1923 

July  or  August 

Longfield 

July  or  August 

Stone 

1924 

October 

Sutton-at-Hone 

1925-27 

No  cases 

— 

— 

— 

1928 

October 

Wilmington 

1929 

December 

Swanley 

1930 

September 

Stone 

1931-32 

No  cases 

— • 

— 

— 

1933 

March 

Swanley 

1934-36 

No  cases 

— 

— 

- • 

1937 

June 

Swanley 

July  or  August 

Swanley 

September 

Swanley 

October 

Wilmington 

1938 

No  cases 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1939 

September 

9 

F 

Longfield 

, 

October 

10 

M 

Hextable  (li  miles  from 

Swanley) 

1 940-45 

No  eases 

— 

— 

— 

1946 

September 

33 

F 

Wilmington 

November 

U 

M 

Lime  Road,  Swanley 

1947 

August 

18i 

F 

Main  Road,  Swanley 

October 

8 

M 

Lime  Road,  Swanley 

Trunk  Road 

reached  Swanley. 

1921  London  General  Omnibus  Company  commenced  service  to  Swanley 

1935  Electrification  of  Southern  Railway  reached  Swanley. 

1938  Corona  Cinema  and  new  Railway  Station  opened  at  Swanley. 

The  number  of  cases  above  is  too  small  to  yield  even  tentative  conclusions. 
Nevertheless  they  do  suggest  that  urbanisation  and  contact  with  London  might 
have  had  an  infiuence  on  Swanleyt  There  is  no  evidence  of  disproportionate  in- 
crease in  the  population  to  explain  the  recent  Swanley  figures.  In  reference  to 
question  of  spread  of  this  disease  by  water  closets  on  trains,  it  might  be  mentioned 
that  Swanley  is  a junction  and  is  the  second  stop  of  the  main  line  corridor  trains 
from  London.  -One  of  the  two  cases  notified  in  1947  lived  in  a house  whose  back 
garden  abutted  on  to  the  railway  line.  The  other  ease  had  been  staying  in  such  a 
house  shortly  before  the  onset  of  his  illness. 

Food  Poisoning. 

An  outbreak  of  diarrhoea  and  abdominal  pain  occurred  amongst  the  staff  of 
a canteen  in  October.  About  a dozen  cases  occurred  but  the  severe  phase  of  the 
illness  was  short  lived,  no  medical  practitioner  was  called  in  attendance  and  con- 
sequently no  notifications  were  received. 
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During  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  children  were  immunised  at  the 
various  clinics  — 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Clinic 

Pre-ScKool 

School 

Total 

Ash 

1 

Children 

9 

Children 

0 

9 

Bean  

2 _ 

1 

3 

Groekenhill 

12 

13 

25 

Darenth 

22 

32 

54 

Eynsford  

13 

0 

13 

Farningham 

17 

1 

18 

Fawkham 

9 

12 

21 

Hartley 

12 

5 

17 

Hextable 

• 

27 

14 

41 

Horton  Kirby  ... 

45 

4 

49 

Kingsdown 

14 

2 

16 

Longlield 

17 

0 

17 

Southtleet 

10 

19 

29 

Stone 

36 

49 

85 

Swanley 

60 

18 

78 

Wilmington 

31 

45 

76 

Upper  Wilmington 

16 

5 

21 

Totals 

...  352 

220 

572 

At  the  end  of  the  year  62%  of  children  under  5 and  79% 

of  those  under  16  had 

been  immunised  at  some  time  of  their  lives  against  diptheria  by  this  department. 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Clinic 

Pre-School 

School 

Total 

Ash  

Children 

3 

Children 

0 

3 

Bean 

2 

0 

2 

Crockenhill 

10 

0 

10 

Darenth 

21 

4 

26 

Eynsford 

11 

0 

11 

Farningham 

14 

2 

16 

Fawkham 

6 

0 

6 

Hartley 

10 

1 

11 

Hextable 

24 

0 

24: 

Horton  Kirby  ... 

38 

5 

43 

Kingsdown 

13 

0 

13 

Longlield 

13 

0 

13 

Southfleet  

3 

0 

3 

Stone 

36 

3 

39 

Swanley 

52 

5 

67 

Wilmington  ... 

32 

1 

33 

Upper  Wilmington 

12 

0 

12 

Totals  

...  301 

21 

322 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  vaccine  in  most  use  was  a combined  one  containing 
diphtheria  alum-precipated  toxoid  and  pertussis  alum-precipitated  vaccine. 

Smallpox. 

Out  of  465  babies  who  were  registered  in  this  district  in  1947,  306  were 
vaccinated  at  or  before  the  age  of  6 months,  i.e.  66%. 
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Treatment  of  Scabies  and  Headlice. 

During  the  year  115  persons  were  treated  for  scabies  and  6 persons  treated 
for  headlice  at  the  cleansing  station.  Two  treatments  are  normally  given, 
“ Ascabiol  ” being  used  in  both  infections.  Every  person  in  an  infected  house  is 
taken  to  the  cleansing  station  for  treatment.  There  is  a decrease  of  121  scabies 
and  2 headlice  treatments  from  last  year’s  figures. 
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“RISELEY”  MATERNITY  HOME 


One  of  the  Wards. 

% 


Nurses’  Sitting  Room. 
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SCENES  FROM  ONE  OF  THE  DAY  NURSERIES 
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Chief  Sanitary 


Inspector’s 


Report 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  present  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  1947. 

I am. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  SUTCH, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A combined  system  of  salvage  and  refuse  collection  has  been  maintained  over 
the  whole  area.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a weekly  collection  was  made  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  area. 

During  1947  progress  has  been  maintained  in  collection  and  disposal  of  salvage. 
The  articles  collected  are  sorted  at  Darenth  Wood  Depot  where  paper  and  rags 
are  baled,  bottles  and  metal  sorted,  and  sold  weekly. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  collections  for  the  year : — 

137J  tons  of  salvage  disposed  of  amounting  to  £907  17s.  8d. 

247i  tons  of  kitchen  waste  collected  by  local  pig  breeders. 

94  tons  of  salvage  collected  by  voluntarj'  bodies. 

2931  tons  of  screened  ashes  removed  by  brickmakers,  they  finding  all  labour  and 
taking  the  ashes  without  further  cost. 

Cesspool  emptying  has  improved  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  refuse  tip  at  Darenth  Wood  Depot  was  treated  for  flies 
and  crickets,  with  a D.D.T.  preparation ; the  treatment  was  very  successful. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION 

OF  THE 

AREA. 

No  of 

No.  of 

No.  in 
District 

No.  of 

Faults 

Faults 

Visits  in 
1947 

and 

Defects 

and 

Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

14 

29 

8 

8 

Dairies 

57 

180 

19 

19 

Slaughterhouses  (Licensed) 

Other  food  preparing  places  which  are 

12 

64 

— 

— 

as  such,  subject  to  inspection  ... 

13 

159 

2 

o 

Offensive  trades 

— ^ 

— 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging  houses  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Houses  letting  lodgings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories 

54 

82 

5 

5 

Workshops  ... 

V7ork  places  (other  than  outworkers’ 

7 

22 

1 

1 

homes) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

HOUSING  REPAIRS. 

Housing  Act,  1936  and  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(a)  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Informal  Notices  s»ved 
Informal  Notices  complied  with 
Work  in  progress 
Unfit  properties  demolished 

Properties  still  occupied  where  demolition  orders  have  been 
served 

Number  of  houses  surveyed  and  recorded 

(b)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Informal  Notices  served 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ... 

Statutory  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ... 

Legal  proceedings  taken  in  default  of  owners  carrying  out 
work  required  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(c)  SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 

Housing  Act,  1936 
Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Miscellaneous  inspections  to  bakehouses,  factories,  workshops, 
dairies,  slaughterhouses,  food  premises  disinfection, 
disinfestation  etc.  ... 


Total  Inspections 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  193& 
Summary  of  defects  remedied  during  1947. 

New  cesspool  drainage  provided  and  privy  pits  abolished 
Cesspool  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■ 

Cesspools  repaired 
Sanitary  accommodation:—^ 

(i)  Insufficient 

(ii)  Defective  ...  


Drainage: — 

(i)  Eeconstructed  ...  .... 

• (ii)  Repaired  

(iii)  Cleansed 

Cooking  ranges  and  coppers  repaired 
Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed 
Waste,  pipes  to  baths,  lavatory  basins  and  sinks  repaired 
Yard  paving  repaired 
Dampness  to  walls  abated 
Roots  repaired 

Gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Dry  rot  to  floors  remedied  

Defective  lighting  and  ventilation  remedied 

Defective  water  supply  remedied  

Overcrowding  abated 

Refuse  receptacles  provided  ...  

Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Defects  remedied  regarding  keeping  of  animals 
Defects  remedied  regarding  hop  pickers’  camps 
Defects  remedied  regarding  tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Smoke  nuisances  abated 

Premises  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 
Premises  disinfested  of  vermin 


53 

36 

17' 

4 

4 

1,256 


858 

832 

54 

46 

2 


3,842 

4,465 


1,121 

9,428 


26 

7 

3 

2 

319 


14 

25 

64 

27 

74 

63 
2 

64 
165 

30 

54 

18 

96 

38 

25 

4 
3 
9 

5 

26 
23 


Total  number  of  defects  remedied 

Total  number  of  visits  made  for  this  purpose 


1,176 

4,465 
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Eradication  of  Bugs. 

Number  of  council  houses  found  to  be  infested 

6 

Disinfested  ^ ... 

(5 

Ih) 

Number  of  private  houses  found  to»be  infested 

15 

Disinfested  

...  15 

Method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  is  by 

stripping  wallpaper,  all 

walls,  skirlings,  mouldings,  frames  etc.,  are  then  sprayed  ’wHth  Zaldeeide. 

All  the  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

Follow-up  visits  are  made  and  instructions  given  to  tenants  regarding  home 
management  to  prevent  re-infestations. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  following  producers  are  licensed  by  the  Kent  County  Council: — 

E.  E.  Taylor,  Chimhams  Farm,  Farningham  ...  ...  ...  Tuberculin  tested 

E.  E.  Taylor,  Beesfleld  Farm,  Farningham 
E.  E.  Taylor,  Maplescombe  Farm,  Farningham  ... 

W.  Alexander,  Home  Farm,  Eynsford 
W.  Alexander,  New  Barn  Farm,  Eynsford 
W.  Alexander,  Manor  Farm,  Farningham  ... 

Houlding  Bros.,  Speedgate,  Fawkham 
W.  C.  E.  Stoneham,  Bettings  Court  Farm,  Ash 
J.  & B.  Martin,  Pinden  End  Farm,  Pinden 

M.  T.  Fulford,  North  Ash  Farm,  Ash  ...  ...  ...  ...  Accredited 

G.  F.  Stowers,  Wilmington  Hall  Farm,  Wilmington 
J.  B.  Pallant,  Meadowcroft  Farm,  Green-Street-Green 
Miss  M.  I.  Sturgeon,  The  Boost,  Fawkham 

The  milk  from  these  farms  is  sampled  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

There  are  29  other  dairy  farms  in  the  rural  area. 

Only  one  dairy  farm  has  a pasteurisation  plant,  Messrs.  Widdows  ari^  Sons, 
Homefield  Farm,  Sutton-at-Hone. 

Requests  were  made  in  9 cases  to  cleanse  walls  and  floors  in  cowsheds,  and 
the  work  was  carried  out  in  reasonable  time. 


The  number  of  registered  retail  producers  is 
The  number  of  registered  retailers  is 


11 

3.5 


Milk  Sampling. 


“Accredited” 

“ Tuberculin  tested  ” 
Non-designated 


No.  of  samples 
taken 
12 
35 
3 


No.  of  unsatis- 
factory samples 
1 

10 

1 


No.  of  samples  (exclusive  of  those  mentioned  above)  collected  for 


biological  examination 


PASTEURISATION. 


Methylene  Blue  Test 
Phosphatase  Test  ... 


No.  of  samples 
taken 
3 
3 


10 

No.  of  unsatis- 
factory samples 
1 
0 
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Meat  and  Other  Fooids. 

The  following  carcases  were  examined  during  the  year: — 

Cows  19  Pigs  90  Sheep  133 

The  following  items  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  food : — 

293  lbs.  cow  beef  affected  wilh  tuberculosis. 

68  lbs.  cow  liver  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

40  lbs.  cow  head  and  tongue  affected  with  actinomycosis. 

17  lbs.  cow  liver  affected  with  cirrhosis.  , 

4 lbs.  cow  liver  affected  with  abscess. 

27  lbs.  cow  sirloin  badly  bruised. 

22  lbs.  sheep  carcase  badly  emaciated. 

12  lbs.  sheep’s  liver  affected  with  strongulus  rufescens. 

8^  lbs.  pig’s  liver  affected  with  cirrhosis. 

9 lbs.  leg  of  pork  badly  bruised. 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  from  food  shops  and  canteens  :■ — 


6 cwt.  1 qr.  10  lbs.  imported  beef. 

22  lbs.  English  beef. 

2 cwt.  17f  lbs.  imported  bacon. 

38  lbs.  imported  cheese. 

63i  lbs.  National  butter. 

21  lbs.  margarine. 

272  x 14^  oz.  tins  evaporated  milk. 

11  X 16  oz.  tins  Spam. 

4 X 12  oz.  tins  beef  loaf. 

I X 12  oz.  tin  pork  luncheon  meat. 

II  X 16  oz.  tins  Australian  pork  sausage. 

1 X 12  oz.  tins  Australian  meat  loaf. 

2 X 16  oz.  tins  Armour’s  stewed  steak. 

2 X 16  oz.  tins  steak  and  kidney  pudding. 

1 X 16  oz.  M.  & V.  ration. 

4 X 16  oz.  tins  sausage  meat. 

2 X 12  oz.  tins  corned  beef. 

30  lbs.  sausages. 

7 lbs.  cooked  beef. 

4 ton  17i  cwts.  French  beans. 

3^  stone  smoked  cod  fillet. 

6 stone  bream  fillet. 

6 stone  lemon  soles. 

2^  stone  haddock  fillet. 


4^  lbs.  cooked  mutton. 

12  lbs.  cooked  bacon. 

4 X 16  oz.  tins  soup. 

8  X 15  oz.  tins  baked  beans. 

2x8  oz.  packets  pudding  powder. 
2 tins  pilchards. 

1 X 17  oz.  tin.  silver  hake. 

1 X oz.  tin  pate  de  fois. 

1 tin  grade  3 salmon. 

2 X 6 oz.  tins  sardines. 

35  X IJ  lbs.  tins  peas. 

11  X 1 lb.  12  oz.  tins  peaches. 

8 X 2 lb.  tins  plums. 

4 X 2 lb.  tins  plum  jam. 

7 lbs.  pearl  barley. 

16  cwt.  strawTjerries. 

1 X 14  lb.  chip  of  tomatoes. 

1 case  grapefruit. 

5 cases  of  oranges. 

7i  stone  cod  fillet. 

9 stone  cod  (whole  fish). 

9i  stone  whiting. 

36  stone  kippers. 

48  cartons  stewed  eels. 


*.  , RODENT  CONTROL. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  is  proceeding  in  a satisfactory  manner.  The 
sewers  throughout  the  district  have  been  under  continual  observation  during  the 
year  and  tests  were  carried  out  in  March,  June  and  September. 

The  only  slight  infestation  found  in  September  was  at  Alexandra  Road,  Swanley 
Junction.  I am  of  opinion  that  this  is  partly  due  to  rats  infesting  railway  wagons, 
the  dead  end  of  the  sewer  being  close  to  railway  sidings. 

The  railway  property  has  since  been  dealt  with  in  conjunction  with  the  officers 
of  the  Railway  Company. 

Survey  work  on  the  Council’s  boundaries  has  been  carried  out  in  conjunction 
with  the  Chief  Sanitary  Officers  of  Bexley  and  Dartford  Borough  Councils  with 
satisfactory  results. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  year’s^  work  — 

Nature  of  premises.  Estimated  kill. 

Dartford  R.D.C.  sewers — 256  manholes  tested  ...  ...  ...  28 

Darenth  Valley  main  sewer — 12  manholes  tested  ...  ...  ...  — 

Stone  Outfall  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Business  premises — 20  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  289 

Private  dwellings — 690  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,740 

Total  estimated  kill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,072 

CAMPING  SITES. 

Number  of  camping  sites  in  use  during  1947  ...  ...  • ...  ...  14 

Number  of  camping  sites  for  which  Licenses  have  been  granted  by 

Local  Authority  under  Section  269  Public  Health  Act,  1936  14 

The  estimated  number  of  persons  resident  in  these  camps  during  the 

summer  of  1947  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 


No  cases  of  serious  sickness  occurred  in  these  camps  during  the  year. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  UNDER  PART  I FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

54 

196 

5 

Nil. 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

7 

22 

1 

Nil. 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

■ 61 

218 

6 

Nil. 

2.  RESULT  OF  INSPECTION. 


Particulars. 

Found 

Number  of 

Remedied 

defects. 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

■ — ■' 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

Insufficient,  Unsuitable 

Sanitary 

> or  defective 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Conveniences . 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  Oft'ences 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Total 

6 

6 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

There  are  251  shops  in  the  rural  area ; with  the  exception  of  one  wet  fish  shop 
the  shops  have  properly  glazed  shop  fronts. 

The  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  are  well  maintained. 

No  ease  of  excessive  hours  worked  by  juvenile  employees  has  been  noted  or 
reported  during  the  year. 

There  are  11  persons  registered  as  outworkers,  making  wearing  apparel  in 
their  own  homes : — conditions  are  satisfactory. 
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